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John Wooden’s

“A teacher has two jobs: fill young minds with 
knowledge, yes, but more important, give 

those minds a compass so that               
that knowledge doesn't go to waste.”

Why

John Wooden             
ESPN Coach of the Century

October 14, 1910 – June 04, 2010

John Wooden’s

“He was a giant who always found time        
for the rest of us.”
Steve Kelly – Seattle Times columnist

Why

John Wooden             
ESPN Coach of the Century

October 14, 1910 – June 04, 2010

John Wooden’s

The way you conduct yourself off the 
court has everything to do with the way 

you conduct yourself on the court.

The Man

John Wooden             
ESPN Coach of the Century

October 14, 1910 – June 04, 2010

John Wooden’s

“A Paragon Rising Above the Madness”

The Stories

John Wooden             
ESPN Coach of the Century

October 14, 1910 – June 04, 2010

“Tickets for a Childhood Coach”
“Remembering Coach John Wooden –

The Real Deal”

John Wooden’s

John Wooden:                       
Values, Victory, and Peace of Mind 

www.coachwooden.com

The Video

John Wooden’s

The Official Site of Coach John Wooden

www.coachwooden.com

The Website
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John Wooden’s

They Call Me Coach

Wooden on Leadership

The Books

John Wooden’s

The John Wooden Pyramid of Success

By Neville L. Johnson

Pyramid of Success

Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

EnthusiasmIndustrious‐
ness

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Mission, not just motions Passion – You must enjoy what 
you are doing.

Most students need help with work 
habits.  They have great difficulty 
“turning over a new leaf” because they 
don’t know how to change old habits, so 
we must teach them.

Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Self‐Control Intentness

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Emotions must be under control.  
Struggling students lack consistency 
because they are victims of how 
they feel.

The Mt. Olympus block
“Be completely determined to 
reach your goal.”  ‐John Wooden
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Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Fear is the opposite.
Perfect love casts out fear.

Confidence rests on     
the blocks below.

Team SpiritCondition Skill

The ability to give your best 
when the best is required.

Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Team SpiritCondition Skill

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Condition ‐ Physical, mental, 
moral, and emotional – Training 
yourself to make good decisions 
and to persevere.

An eagerness to 
sacrifice for the 
welfare of 
others.

Skill requires mastery of all 
tasks involved, not just a 
few.  Skill is based on 
learning.  Successful 
people value learning.

Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

InitiativeAlertness

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Alertness involves a 
willingness to seize life’s 
defining and transforming 
moments.

John Wooden says that the 
failure to act may be the 
greatest failure of all.

Failure to be aware of our moments of opportunity and to take action are the 
main reasons that we do not live lives of significance.  We fail to fufill our 
purpose determined by our abilities and passions because we fail to act.

The main reason is that we are addicted to things that dull our awareness.  All 
of those things direct our focus onto ourselves instead of on serving others.  In 
the rare moments when we do recognize our special moments of opportunity, 
fear often paralyzes us.
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Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

LoyaltyFriendship Cooperation

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Faithfulness

Respect, 
Comrades at 
arms, giving

Love Gentleness and Kindness

Competitive 
Greatness

Poise Confidence

Team SpiritCondition Skill

InitiativeSelf‐Control Alertness Intentness

EnthusiasmLoyaltyIndustrious‐
ness

Friendship Cooperation

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success

Glory Road

To Kill a 
Mockingbird

The Mighty

We Are 
Marshall

Rocky Karate 
Kid

October SkyRomeo and 
Juliet

Glory Road Finding 
Nemo

EnthusiasmLion, Witch, 
and Wardrobe

Akeelah and 
the Bee

Remember 
the Titans

Avatar

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success ‐Movies
Field of Dreams

Zach

Maykayla Allen

SarahBryan Ben

CameronTierra Montez Patrick

CullenDevonteHaley Katie Samuel

Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of 
self‐satisfaction in 
knowing you made the 
effort to become the best 
that you are capable of 
becoming.

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success – Students, 
Students of the Week

John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success ‐ Quotes

Don’t let what you can’t do get in the way of what you can do.

"You can't live a perfect day without doing something            
for someone who will never be able to repay you."

"A coach is someone who can give correction                        
without causing resentment."

"If you're not making mistakes, then you're not doing 
anything.   I'm positive that a doer makes mistakes."

"If you're not making mistakes, then you're not doing 
anything.   I'm positive that a doer makes mistakes."
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John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success ‐ Quotes

"It's what you learn after you know it all that counts."

"It's the little details that are vital. Little things make             
big things happen."

"Talent is God given. Be humble. Fame is man‐given. Be 
grateful. Conceit is self‐given. Be careful."

"The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the team."

"Success is never final, failure is never fatal.                             
It's courage that counts."


